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U.S. TALIBAN FIGHTER MOST LIKELY NOT TO BE 
CHARGED WITH TREASON, SAYS UD POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSOR 
CRIME DIFFICULT TO PROVE- The odds of John Walker facing a treason charge 
are "slim to none," says a University of Dayton professor of political science. The American 
who joined the Taliban and is now in custody may be tried for treason, murder or conspiracy, 
according to Bush administration officials. 
"Treason is incredibly difficult to prove," says Christopher Duncan, chair of the 
department and author of The Anti-Federalists and Early American Political Thought (Northern 
Illinois University Press, 1995). "It's intentionally designed that way, I believe." 
To be convicted of treason, the accused must admit to the charge in an open court or 
two witnesses must come forward and testify to have seen the accused commit treason -
"both long shots of happening," Duncan says. Treason is the overt act of waging war against 
one's own country or giving aid and comfort to its enemies. 
"Who's going to testify against himself and admit that he's committed treason, 
especially knowing it could very well lead to execution?" poses Duncan, who teaches a 
development of political theory class. "And conspirators in a war against the U.S. aren't going 
to rat out one of their own, not with the same sword hanging over their heads." 
During the 1950s and '60s, there were a number of incidents of Americans defecting to 
the Soviet Union, and vise versa, Duncan explains. But the Walker incident is so uncommon as 
to be almost precedent setting, at least since the Civil War. 
"This is a very rare situation," he says. "I mean, how often do we find that an American 
citizen is actually fighting on the side of the enemy in an actual war? Off hand, I can't think of a 
case. We heard (the word) treason bandied about during the Cold War and McCarthy hearings, 
but I don't recall anyone ever being convicted of it." 
Proving that someone has committed treason was intentionally made difficult by the 
founders of the U.S. Constitution, Duncan believes, because the British government considered 
their defiance to be treasonous. 
"Our founding fathers had a vested int.erest in making it hard to prove treason," he 
says. "They wanted to make sure that it couldn't be used at will by the government to silence 
political opponents or dissenters. After all, they at one time were considered traitors 
, themselves." 
For media interviews, contact Christopher Duncan at UD at (937) 229-3648 or via 
e-mail at christopher.duncan@notes.udayton.edu. 
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